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Bender of Croydon was closely 
involved with two topics men-
tioned by Helmfried in TPA 23 
and the fi rm is worth a brief ar-
ticle in its own right. Helmfried in 
TPA 23, (page 37) asks if anyone 
has any ‘Printed in Luxembourg’ 
cards? Again, separately, on 
page 52 he mentions the Graber 
Photo Printing Machine. I offer 
here some info and answers on 
both these topics.

I gave a list of Bender originated numbered 
court card in the ‘Picture Postcard Monthly 
Annual’ for 1997. A lot of these cards were 
explicitly ‘Printed in Luxembourg’. Also in 
PPM for June 1996 I gave a review of Bender’s 
involvement with the Graber Machine. Some 
more information has come to light since 
and a brief review of the fi rm is worth while.

*****

To summarise, Bender & Co. was essentially 
a Croydon based importer and seller of pho-
tographic chemicals, paper, plates etc from 
Germany. The Bender family turned up in 
Croydon about 1897. They were German, as 
the 1901 Uk Census lists two of them (Nicho-
las R. and Joseph) as German and born in Ger-
many. They started an early movie company, 
‘The Velograph Syndicate Ltd.’, which failed 
badly. A Viktor Robert Bender is mentioned 
in the Velograph prospectus (22 May 1897) 
as a shareholder and I guess he was head 
of the family. They also published an early 
series of Court Cards which sold moderately 
well. This was prior to 1901. After that they 
concentrated mainly on their photographic 
supply business. This involved travelling to 

photographers around the country supply-
ing them which photographic chemicals, 
paper, plates etc and looking out for any likely 
opportunities. By 1910 they saw a business 
opportunity with the Graber Photo Printing 
Machine.

‘Printed in Luxembourg’ Cards
I specialise in collecting early GB cards and 
about half of the Bender/Velograph pre 1901, 
numbered cards are explicitly stated to be 
‘Printed in Luxembourg’. I show St. Leonards 
on Sea, no. 129, as a typical example with 
explicit ‘Printed in Luxembourg’ attribution. 
I also show a typical Bernhoeft ppc of Luxem-
bourg itself. The caption lettering is clearly 
the same on both cards. Some of the cards do 
not have the same explicit ‘Luxembourg’ des-
ignation, but their overall appearance plainly 
shows they were printed in Luxembourg. All 
cards in this numbered series are printed in 
collotype (Lichtdruck).

I had previously worked out that Charles 
Bernhoeft of Luxembourg was the likely 
printer by using this identity of style and type. 
What was new to me was Helmfried’s dis-
covery in a 1899 issue of ‘Der Photograph’ of 
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an advertisement from ‘Luxem-
burger Graphische kunstanstalt 
Ch. Bernhoeft’ off ering to print 
cards in ‘Lichtdruck’ (collotype). 
This is further and additional 
proof that Ch. Bernhoeft’s com-
pany was the printer. The Bender 
family in Croydon being German 
and importing German photo 
materials would be very likely 
readers of ‘Der Photograph’.

All this is fi nal proof that a lot 
of these Bender cards were printed by 
Bernhoeft. (Not all these Bender cards are 
of Luxembourg origin, some were printed 
in Hamburg, but this is another story). So 
in answer to the question “Why do compli-
cated collotype printing in Luxembourg?” the 
answer turns out to be straightforward, the 
noted photographer Ch. Bernhoeft wanted 
his photographs printed by the best process 
possible and if this meant setting up a col-
lotype factory, then so be it! The factory was 
so successful that it took on overseas orders 
as well. For ‘Printed in Luxembourg’ cards 
this Bender/Velograph court card range is a 
good place to look.

The Graber Photo Printing Machine
Helmfried mentions this Graber machine on 
page 52 of TPA 23. Bender of Croydon took up 
the use of this machine very enthusiastically. I 
gave full details of their involvement with this 
photo printing machine in ‘Picture postcard 
Monthly’ for June 1996. They formed a new 
company ‘The Photo Printing & Publishing 
Co.’ and I show a typical advertisement of 
theirs. I also show an advertisement for the 
Graber machine on next page.

St. Leonards-on-Sea. This card no. 129, is a typ-
ical Bender/Velograph card from a pre 1901 GB 
series (p/u July 1898). A lot of cards in this series 
were explicitly ‘Printed in Luxembourg’. Bender 
were essentially involved in the photographic 
supply business and would be well placed to 
gather together orders from individual photog-
raphers, to get a good discount on one or two 
sizeable orders.

Die Vogesen - Les Vosges. This is a typical 
Charles Bernhoeft card printed in Luxembourg. 
The caption lettering used is clearly identical to 
that of the St. Leonhards-on-Sea card.

This is a whole page advertisement from a Photo-
graphic Year Book for 1912. It shows that Bender & 
Co. and PP& P Co. were virtually one and the same.
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Bender claimed to be the leading printers 
in the real photo style. This is believable 
judging by the availability of their cards in 
today’s collectors market. The Bender fam-
ily were Germans and their activities ceased 
very abruptly in 1914 at the start of WW1. 
I have always been curious to know what 
happened to them, were they sent back to 
Germany or were they interned for the dura-
tion of the war?

The Bender family were involved at the be-
ginning of the British ppc, pre 1900 and were 
heavily involved with real photo cards at the 
end of the ppc boom up to 1914. They did is-
sue cards in between, but not on a large scale. 
This family seem to “top and tail” the start and 
fi nish of the British ppc boom quite neatly!

This shows that ‘Photo Printing & Pub-
lishing Co.’ of Croydon were repeat cus-
tomers for this Graber machine.

The advertisement is from a 1915 Photo-
graphic Year Book, compiled in 1914. The 
Bender family, being German, ceased 
business in England at the outbreak of 
war in 1914. Their company was wound 
up, I do not know what happened to them 
after that.

Charles Bernhoeft installed own collotype printing eqipment in order 
to produce multiple copies of the same image in good and most of all 
in constant quality. This is what many other photographers did. Charles 
might have started some time in the early 1890’s, perhaps even earlier. 
The beginning postcard boom together with the introduction of the 
improved/faster/bigger format collotype fl atbed press might have 
convinced him to take part in the game. Numerous collotype printings 
fi rms, large and small were set up in the late 1890’s – already 1899/1900 
there was too much capacity and prices down. As the 1899 advert in TPA 
23 proves, the name of the company was ‘Luxemburgische Graphische 
Anstalt Ch. Bernhoeft, Owner Frans Schmitt’. So, Charles had sold his 
postcard printing business by that date. Biographical data on the inter-
net mentions that Ch. Bernhoeft concentrated on photography at the 
turn of the century, incl. portray work for wealthy customers. Perhaps 
he still had some money in the fi rm that carried his name.

From January 1907 on August Frings and Georg Garms took over the fi rm 
= ‘Luxemburger Kunstdruckerei formerly C. Bernhoeft’, although 
the latter part is often ommitted in advertising. This company chap-
ter (and the years before) is of special interest to me. Frings & Garms 
installed bigger format presses, off ered various qualities. I wonder if 
there are any cards around from post-1900 date showing an imprint 
“Printed in Luxemburg”. The fi rm took over another (collotype) printing 
company (Bruno Scholz, Strasbourg, Alsace) early 1908. But it did not 
work out. Adverts in ‘Papier-Zeitung’ from June 1909 (see ill.) mention 
a new owner: Dr. M. Huss. Research continues.

Below: Fine coloured Bernhoeft (collotype printed) card from Stras-
bourgh (Alsace), although the entire picture side is ruined by strange 
stripes and dots (chemicals?). Vosges series card no. 43 – total number 
575. Mailed to Glarus, Switzerland in early 1902.

The Roman Bridge at Trier (Treves), an often seen view. Ch. Bernhoeft im-
print (River) Mosel postcard no. 25. Total ‘no. 1309’ . With the same lettering 
George refers to. It was especially this series that got Bernhoeft in severe com-
petion with (big) local printer/publisher ‘Schaar & Dathe’ .

Editor’s Note:  George Webber sent in his article already some time ago. Since then 
and, since TPA 23 had come into distribution time has passed. I take the liberty to add 
now some own material I have collected on the ‘Luxembourg Case’.

Bernhoeft · Schmitt · Frings & Garms · Dr. Huss · and ?

Greetings from Cologne - another 
common view. Ch. Bernhoeft fi rm 
liked to publish/print German views. 
This is card no. 590, not p/u, c. 1900 
with interesting mention of local 
publisher Rud. Dohmen holding a 
Bernhoeft “Dépôt”. Similar Dohmen 
cards show no such imprint.

Postmark Error! Date on picture side reads: 

5 Jan 1902; postmark 6 Jan 1903; arrival post-

mark (Switzerland) 7 Jan 1902. Collector item?


