Bender of Croydon was closely
involved with two topics men-
tioned by Helmfried in TPA 23
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@@ @@vﬁy Y @ @ m an advertisement from ‘Luxem-

burger Graphische Kunstanstalt

Links to Ch. Bernhoeft’ offering to print

and the firm is worth a brief ar- ‘Graber Photographic Printing Machine’ cards in ‘Lichtdruck’ (collotype).

ticlein its own right. Helmfried in
TPA 23, (page 37) asks if anyone
has any ‘Printed in Luxembourg’
cards? Again, separately, on
page 52 he mentions the Graber
Photo Printing Machine. | offer
here some info and answers on '\

and This is further and additional

D . ’ proof that Ch. Bernhoeft's com-
Printed in Luxembourg Cards pany was the printer. The Bender
by family in Croydon being German
George Webber and importing German photo

© Dec. 2008 - Copyright reserved materials \lNOUId be very “Ikely
# readers of ‘Der Photograph'.

both these topics.

| gave a list of Bender originated numbered
court card in the ‘Picture Postcard Monthly
Annual’ for 1997. A lot of these cards were
explicitly ‘Printed in Luxembourg’. Also in
PPM for June 1996 | gave a review of Bender's
involvement with the Graber Machine. Some
more information has come to light since
and a brief review of the firm is worth while.
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To summarise, Bender & Co. was essentially
a Croydon based importer and seller of pho-
tographic chemicals, paper, plates etc from
Germany. The Bender family turned up in
Croydon about 1897. They were German, as
the 1901 UK Census lists two of them (Nicho-
las R.and Joseph) as German and born in Ger-
many. They started an early movie company,
‘The Velograph Syndicate Ltd., which failed
badly. A Viktor Robert Bender is mentioned
in the Velograph prospectus (22 May 1897)
as a shareholder and | guess he was head
of the family. They also published an early
series of Court Cards which sold moderately
well. This was prior to 1901. After that they
concentrated mainly on their photographic
supply business. This involved travelling to

Bt Liconards-on- Sea.
: Fredneeday ful, &
"_ \.Jl P S EU TN e L

i .
| buat wrets : Lok ,ux aat forpit, Hana Fne

i .f

A K ana it i K ¥ A
i -"é “frﬂm.\f“)f.nao-.{r

, o 735 R W T
#‘-ﬁ;ﬁf*{}f}f - éufﬁf.ﬁ; Lr'en-q).; Jn.)-“‘ 5 A

e e,

St. Leonards-on-Sea. This card no. 129, is a typ-
ical Bender/Velograph card from a pre 1901 GB
series (p/u July 1898). A lot of cards in this series
were explicitly ‘Printed in Luxembourg’. Bender
were essentially involved in the photographic
supply business and would be well placed to
gather together orders from individual photog-
raphers, to get a good discount on one or two
sizeable orders.

THE POSTCARD ALBUM #24

All this is final proof that a lot
photographers around the country supply-  of these Bender cards were printed by
ing them which photographic chemicals, Bernhoeft. (Not all these Bender cards are
paper, plates etcand looking out forany likely ~ of Luxembourg origin, some were printed
opportunities. By 1910 they saw a business  in Hamburg, but this is another story). So
opportunity with the Graber Photo Printing  in answer to the question “Why do compli-
Machine. cated collotype printing in Luxembourg?” the
answer turns out to be straightforward, the
noted photographer Ch. Bernhoeft wanted
| specialise in collecting early GB cards and  his photographs printed by the best process
about half of the Bender/Velograph pre 1901,  possible and if this meant setting up a col-
numbered cards are explicitly stated to be  lotype factory, then so be it! The factory was
‘Printed in Luxembourg’. | show St. Leonards  so successful that it took on overseas orders
on Sea, no. 129, as a typical example with  as well. For ‘Printed in Luxembourg’ cards
explicit ‘Printed in Luxembourg’ attribution.  this Bender/Velograph court card range is a
| also show a typical Bernhoeft ppcof Luxem-  good place to look.
bourg itself. The caption lettering is clearly
the same on both cards. Some of thecardsdo ~ The Graber Photo Printing Machine
not have the same explicit ‘Luxembourg’des-  He|mfried mentions this Graber machine on
ignation, but their overall appearance plainly  3ge 52 of TPA 23. Bender of Croydon took up
shows they were printed in Luxembourg. All - the yse of this machine very enthusiastically. |
cards in this numbered series are printed in  gaye full details of their involvement with this
collotype (Lichtdruck). photo printing machine in ‘Picture postcard
| had previously worked out that Charles  Monthly’ for June 1996. They formed a new
Bernhoeft of Luxembourg was the likely  company ‘The Photo Printing & Publishing
printer by using thisidentity of styleand type. ~ Co.” and | show a typical advertisement of
What was new to me was Helmfried’s dis-  theirs. | also show an advertisement for the
covery in a 1899 issue of ‘Der Photograph’ of ~ Graber machine on next page.

‘Printed in Luxembourg’ Cards

The Photo Printing & Publishing Co.,

55, Berners Street, Oxford Street, LONDON, W.
Works: 242 & 244, London Road, CROYDON. .

Loadon Telephons :
8273 Cantral. Iy roydon.
Landon Telegrams: Cropdon Telogram:

‘appiabrik, London, " Crayon, Croydon.™

THE LEADING

Printers of Postcards in
Real Photo_Styie.

QUML.I‘I’Y Unsurpasscc{.

EDITIONS. From ONE GROSS per subject.

DELIVERY. Within 3 or 4 days, or for urgent
orders within 24 HOURS, through our
SPECIAL EXPRESS DEPARTMENT.

Also in

Collotupe, Doubleprini, Colour.

Particulars, terms, and samples on application.
Designers and Printers of CALENDARS, CHRISTMAS
and SHOW CARDS, etc., efc.
SPECIALITY : In Real Photo and Airbrush Style.

In conjunction with above

BENDER & CO.,

Photographic Enlargers in all Processes.

Die Vogesen - Les Vosges. This is a typical
Charles Bernhoeft card printed in Luxembourg.
The caption lettering used is clearly identical to This is a whole page advertisement from a Photo-
that of the St. Leonhards-on-Sea card. graphic Year Book for 1912. It shows that Bender &
Co. and PP&P Co. were virtually one and the same.



“THe PRESTO” (GRABER'S) -

Bender claimed to be the leading printers ' ) . AUTOMATIC TYPE PRINTING AND GUTTING
in the real photo style. This is believable This shows fh‘" Photo Printing & Pub- manHINE FOR SENSITIZED CARD MAKERS
judging by the availability of their cards in lishing Co.’ of CroydaiieiSiEEEN :

mers for this Graber machine.
today’s collectors market. The Bender fam- tomers for thislGiaeCHERREE

is designed to print
from the roll, and to
produce 3,000 to 4,000

ily were Germans and their activities ceased The advertisement is from a 1915 Photo- sy
very abruptly in 1914 at the start of WW1. graphic Year Book, compiled in 1914. The g o sl Sy s
| have always been curious to know what Bender family, being German, ceased WALks pear i el
happened to them, were they sent back to business in England at the outbreak of e

war in 1914. Their company was wound
up, | do not know what happened to them

cuts off automatically
in langths of @'s or 12's.
Singly if reguired.

Germany or were they interned for the dura-
tion of the war?

after that. Gatans automaiis
The Bender family were involved at the be- mevame o w
ginning of the British ppc, pre 1900 and were EhaLisanie s i ces
heavily involved with real photo cards at the & . ) ety A5 el mier
id is- TR imprassion bed and
end ofthg ppc boom up to 1914. They did is e e et
sue cards in between, but noton alarge scale. casily and mocurataly by hand or power.
. . . ES.
This family seem to “top and tail” the start and | Som= USERI of my MG
i iti i ! ety ot g Frudarich Lowts, Mrmingbtm,.
finish of the British ppc boom quite neatly! Sncrbw & on, Bameartr. Frodorish Lo, Momindhom.
H. E. Buchter, Zurich, Switneriand. Lyall Photo Co., Lid., Winnipeg. Canada.
B ey e S | L e
i / . . . . . . Wen. Curtis, Kilnsay, Skinton. R. Mullar, Bohamia, Austrin-Hungary.
Editor’s Note: George Webber sent in his article already some time ago. Since then ¢ . oavis, New York. Paget Prira Plate Go., Wattord,
. . . . . . . E. T. W. Dennis & Sons, Ltd,, Searborough., F. J. Parsons, Lid., u!.ﬂ!nu
and, since TPA 23 had come into distribution time has passed. | take the liberty to add _serret: & artin. London. .. PSke Prishid § Peblihing Sec W)
now some own material | have collected on the ‘Luxembourg Case’. wHarvey, Barton & Sons, Lid., Bristol. | A. . Shortman & Co., Bristol.
= Qiford, Ltd., IHford, U. 8. A Stodios, London.
#Jones, Willinms & Go., Preston, A. G Stumpf, New Jersey, U.S.A.

=Judges, Ltd, Hastings A J. Sutton, Moose Jaw, Canads,

Bernhoeft - Schmitt - Frings & Garms - Dr. Huss-and ? ==5wime ., pupea™ ==

Charles Bernhoeftinstalled own collotype printing eqipmentin order
to produce multiple copies of the same image in good and most of all Gruss aus Trier.
in constant quality. This is what many other photographers did. Charles
might have started some time in the early 1890's, perhaps even earlier.
The beginning postcard boom together with the introduction of the
improved/faster/bigger format collotype flatbed press might have
convinced him to take partin the game. Numerous collotype printings
firms, large and small were set up in the late 1890's — already 1899/1900
there was too much capacity and prices down. As the 1899 advertin TPA
23 proves, the name of the company was ‘Luxemburgische Graphische
Anstalt Ch. Bernhoeft, Owner Frans Schmitt’. So, Charles had sold his
postcard printing business by that date. Biographical data on the inter-
net mentions that Ch. Bernhoeft concentrated on photography at the
turn of the century, incl. portray work for wealthy customers. Perhaps
he still had some money in the firm that carried his name.

From January 1907 on August Frings and Georg Garms took over the firm The Roman Bridge at Trier (Treves), an often seen view. Ch. Bernhoeft im-
= ‘Luxemburger Kunstdruckerei formerly C. Bernhoeft’, although  pyint (River) Mosel postcard no. 25. Total ‘no. 1309’ . With the same lettering
the latter part is often ommitted in advertising. This company chap-  George refers to. It was especially this series that got Bernhoeft in severe com-
ter (and the years before) is of special interest to me. Frings & Garms  petion with (big) local printer/publisher ‘Schaar & Dathe’.

installed bigger format presses, offered various qualities. | wonder if juuter 1. 11794 eroeten.

there are any cards around from post-1900 date showing an imprint | | yxemburger Kunstdruckerei
“Printed in Luxemburg”. The firm took over another (collotype) printing Dr. M. Huss
company (Bruno Scholz, Strasbourg, Alsace) early 1908. But it did not | vormals Frings & Garms, Luxemburg
work out. Adverts in ‘Papier-Zeitung’ from June 1909 (see ill) mention | Lichtdruck « Steindruck

a new owner: Dr. M. Huss. Research continues. Buchdruck
Ansichtskarten in allen modernen
Below: Fine coloured Bernhoeft (collotype printed) card from Stras- |Ausfiibrungen, Alben, Kunst-
. A . . . blitter, Kataloge, wissenschaft-
bourgh (Alsace), although the entire picture side is ruined by strange | jiche 1lustrationen ete. — Billigste
stripes and dots (chemicals?). Vosges series card no. 43 — total number | Prelse bei bester Bedienung.

575. Mailed to Glarus, Switzerland in early 1902.

or! Date on picture side reads:
tmark 6 Jan 1903; arrival post-
ctor item?
TSR, |

Postmark Err
Das Blsass 5 Jan 1902; pos
s | mark (Switzerland) 7 Jan 19072;Egﬂe
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Gruss aus C3ln

Doftte Sofitarte

L

| Greetings from Cologne - another
| common view. Ch. Bernhoeft firm
| liked to publish/print German views.
| This is card no. 590, not p/u, c. 1900

Der Raisgeplats Slacys Strassburg \‘ with interesting mention of local
; Sirasbourg - \‘ publisher Rud. Dohmen holding a
/ Vi SR | Bernhoeft “Dépét”. Similar Dohmen

‘ : v e > | cards show no such imprint.
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