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Schaar & Dathe, Trier
Customers of German postcard printers
abroad did not want to have the printers
name on their cards. Many printers also did
not want this, too. Instead order/negative
numbers, codes, small logo’s, trademarks ap-
peared, or nothing at all which can drive a
researcher of today crazy. In most cases spe-
cial (address side) layouts, decorated “Post
Card” designs, certain type fonts etc were
used to “personalize” printing products.

Many countries required an imprint (of the
country of origin) on imported cards. Printed
in Germany, ..in Saxony, ...Hessia, ...Bavaria,
or Phototyped in Dresden, Processed in Ber-
lin, Printed at our works in.. etc. This is very
helpful. Many are more general; Printed
Abroad, Imported and so on.

It must had been a unpleasant situation for
many ppc printers. To please the customer
by not putting too much own “advertising”
identity marks on the card, to take certain
country import regulations in account, to
keep track of production by using job or or-
der numbers to make reprint orders easier
to handle and to use the postcard somehow
also for “advertising” their quality standard,
to make it recognizable as product of com-
pany “XY”.

In many countries it was better not to show
off with Germany as origin on imported post
cards. Such a country was France for German
products. In general it is said France’s own
postcard industry was strong enough to pro-
tect their market from foreign imports. Espe-
cially with topo cards. Well, that is not fully
correct. Not only firms like Stengel & Co.,
Römmler & Jonas, both from Dresden, Louis
Glaser, Leipzig, supplied topo cards to French
publisher, but also a firm that hides behind
“Imprimé à Trèves”.

The “Treverer” were celtic people inhabiting
the region of today’s German city Trier and
came in touch with the Roman Empire in 58
B.C. The Roman founded a town named
Augusta Treverorum in 15 B.C., and under
emperor Augustus named it Treveris. It is the
oldest German city looking back on a history
of more than 2,000 years.

A clever idea of Schaar & Dathe to use the
old Roman name of their home city. S & D
was founded on June 20, 1894, publishers and
printers, with a branch in Milano, Italy for
some time. Soon they concentrated on illus-
tration printing and of course on post card
production. Their major printing process was
collotype with all the various combinations
used. In ppc production numbers S & D was
among the bigger (export) firms. I have not
found any business activities after 1920 so far.

Often their name is imprinted in full on cards,
with a 4 to 6-digit (job) number, sometimes
found inside picture. The 6-digit numbers are
unique and easy to identify, not to be mis-
taken with Röder numbers. S & D used also
trademarks and often a specially designed
“Postkarte” imprint on German cards.

Advert from “Bezugs-Quellen”,
May 1907 issue.  “K.-G. a. A.”
stands for limited partnership in
shares. Postcard printing (mono-
chrome and colour) still men-
tioned as speciality, but also look-
ing for other printing jobs of any
kind. 1907 is said to have been a
very bad year for the German (ex-
port) ppc printing industry.

Marseille - Le

Palais de la

Bourse. Publisher
“Librairie Blancard,
Marseille”. Machine
coloured collotype
printing. “Imprimé

à Trèves” found
along right side on
address side with
number 7223. Not
p/u, divided back.

Have several more
cards from this set.
At least 12 different

views, probably
more.

Picture side shows a
view of Roman ruins
(emperor palace) at
Trier. Schaar &
Dathe name imprint
in full on picture
side + no. 78,000 R.
Sepia duo-tone
collotype printed,
the rubberstamp
imprint tells us that
this quality was
available at 20 Marks
per 1000 cards (on
ivory card board).
See special designed
“Postkarte”.

The Albert Memorial, Hastings, published by Daniel’s Library, St. Leonardo.  No. ‘8982’ which
I think is that of S & D. “Printed in Treves” in stamp box position. Machine coloured collotype
printing. Not p/u. “Post Card” and the other imprints all placed on right side of dividing line.

Â ”Printed in Treves”
Â “Imprimé à Trèves”
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“Schaar & Dathe, Trier” con’t

Address side of St. Peris Lake

showing the previous mentioned
unusual layout. (at least in my
opinion) “Printed in Treves”
found in stamp box.

< S & D number
St. Peris Lake & the Glyders, Llanberis.  Symon’s “Gems
of Wales” Series. S & D no. 144 893. Monochrome
collotype printed.

Little Jane’s Cottage, Brading - Isle of Wright. This
is colour halftone process printed S & D production.
With rubberstamp imprint “Autochrom”. So, S & D did not only
use collotype process. Published in “IDEAL SERIES”, card no. 565,
with S & D no. A 011297 at lower right corner of address side. Col-
oured S & D cards have an address side printed in green. Not p/u.

Another Isle of Wright card showing Godshill Church.

Monochrome collotype (“Platin”). Again from the (un-
known to me) “IDEAL SERIES” (publisher from Isle of Wright?)

Card no. 140. On this card the S & D job number is found in the
picture.  I have circled the position. It reads 122 686. The publisher of
the “IDEAL SERIES” appears to have ordered quite a number of cards.

< S & D name & address used as
dividing line on many of their
cards. Not easy to read this way
and sometimes overlooked.

S & D, T letters inside shield. This
trademark is often found (in
green) on USA cards above di-
viding line which is often again
formed by the full name again.
In stamp box is another imprint:
“Printed in Trier, Germany”.
Schaar & Dathe did not try to
“hide” on their cards for US cus-
tomers. (See other US sample)

Schaar & Dathe’s  “Roman” logo.

This is Schaar & Dathe’s
most unusual address side

design I know of. The
picture (see ill below) was

done by monochrome
collotype, what was named
“Platin” process, 1000 cards
for  only 18,50 Mark. So, the

picture is b/w, and the
address side two coloured,
all in red and blue ink, with

patriotic USA flag illustrated.
Name and country of origin

imprinted several times.
Never seen before.

New York - 110 St. “L.”
Station & Curve, highest

Point of “L” Railway. Fine
detailed view, although
my card is not in good
condition. Again we see
“S. & D., T” initials at
down hand left corner
and their card number in
down hand right corner
(119447). What I do not
find is a local publisher or
wholesaler or any New
York or US address. Did
Schaar & Dathe publish
views of NY? Any other?
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